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 The Central Intelligence Agency is
one of the few governmental agencics
‘whose public image has actually im-
proved as a result of the ublication of

‘the Pentagon Papers. Despite disclo-

'smw of ““The Agency’s” role in assassi-

‘nations, sabotage, and coup &’ ctats
consciously intended to subvert intetna-
tional law, America’s sceret agentry
has ¢ cuully memcd in some quariers
‘with the veneration due prophets, or at

“least the respect. duc its svgg cs*cd effi-
ticncy and aceuracy.

/7 Virtually cvery newspap 'Cf*itor, not
1o mention D'm ‘el Fllsberg hlmsm has
hc“pvd praise on the CIA for the accu-
racy of its estimates detailing the U.S.
defeat in Vietnam., Time and aghin, t"w
Agency's “level headed professionai
ism” has been contrasted with the esca-
Jation-overkill orieniation of the Penta-
gan or the President’s advisors, The
-editor of the Christian Science Monitor
even cal‘nd upon policy makers to con-

~sult the ‘CIA more, calling it a *‘re-
m?rI\ao,) accurate source of informa-
‘tion.” But such backha
.conspirators confuscs pubhc undu-

standing of the important and clomy

) ,mtcglatcd role which the CIA plays in
fadvancing the Pax Americana on a

. ;global scale. . ' :

For many, the Pentagon Papers
provided a.first peek into the inner

‘sanctum of foreign policy making. As

the government’s attempt Lo suppress

“the study mu‘:tr ates, the people are not

supposed to have access.to the'real
plans of their government. On close

inspection, what emerges is not an “inv-
-isihle government™ but an indivisible
system in which each ageney offers its
own specialized input, and is delegated
‘its own slice of responsibility. Coordi-
nated inter-departmentel agencies work
out the division of imperial lubor. There
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but once the degi-]
sions are reached at the top they are
carricd out with the monolithic tone of
state power,
- The mtcl) gence communuy now
plays an expanded and critical role in
cieating and administering the real
stuff of./\mcmcan foreign pomy "CIA
Dircctor Richard Helms presides over g
"U.S. Intelligence Board which links th
secret services of all ﬂovérmﬁf‘m agen
¢ies, including the F Inthe Whit
House, Henry Kissinger presi dcs ove
an cw'ﬂvﬂd National Security Counc
structure which Turther centralize
covert foreign poticy planning. 1tis her
that the contingency plans are cooke
up and the *‘options” ‘so CEH'CfUI)
“worksd out. It is in these clesed cham
‘bers, and strangelovian “‘situatio
rooms” that plans affecting the lives g
millions are formulated for subscques
execution by a myriad of U.S. con
trolied agencies and agents.
Increasingly, these schemes rely' o
‘covert tactics whose full ricaning is s¢
- dom perceived by the peopic aflected -
be they Americans or people of foreig
countrics. The old cmpires, with, the
colenial administrators: and civilizii

rivalrics 1o besure,
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mission have given way to the mot
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subtle crafltsman of intervention. Their

manipulations take place in"the front
rooms of nco-colonial institutions and
the pal.ors of dependent lhxrd world
slites. In this world of réalpolitik, ap-
pearanses are often purposcly deceptive
and
leading The U.S. aggression in Viet-

am, lest'anyonc forget, began asa

‘covert involvement largely engineerced

by the CIA. Similar coveri interven-
“tions now underway elsecwhere in the

world may bs fuclii*.g_'lomorz“ow’s Viet-

nams. o .

it is for this reason that the Africa
Re

Research Group, an mdwpuumm radi-

cal research colleclive, is.now making
‘public major excerpts from o document
which offers an informed insider’s view
of theseeret. workings of the /\ mériqan
intelligance apparatus abroad. Never
intended for publication, it was made
available to the Group which will pub-

political stances intentionally mis-
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Richard Bissell, the man who led the
Coumcil discussion that night, was weli
equipped to talk about the CIA. A ore-
time Yale professor
exceutive of the United Aireraft Corpo
ration, Bissell scrved as the CIA’s Dep
uty Dncctor until he *resigned™ in th
wake of the abortive 1961 inva \siomn of
Cuba. The biune -ribbon. group to which
he spom included .2 number of intellig-
ence experts including Rebert Amory,
Jr.. another formcr Depuiy Director,
and the late CIA chief, /\l' n PDulles,
Jong considered the grand’ old man of
Amcncm espionage. Their presence

as important cnough an occasion for
mtumflona! vanker Doualas Dillon to

*The comp‘.ytb ‘text of the document will
e availuble for $1in late Octoler from
Africa Rescarch Group, P.O. Box 213,
Cambridge, Mass. 02138.. '
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